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Description :  Description du produitChristmas is an ancient Roman festival, not to be celebrated by decent 
folk in the Scottish Highlands. Police Constable Hamish Macbeth has always loved the festivities, but this 
year he is stuck with the long, lonely Christmas shift in freezing Lochdubh. A cranky old lady kicks off the 
holidays by reporting her cat missing. Then the Christmas lights and tree in a nearby village disappear soon 

after the local council voted to allow decorations. As Hamish finds a way to bring Christmas to the 
Highlands and make a little girls dreams come true, he finds, to his delight, that he has the best Christmas 

ever.

Prsentation de l'diteurIn dark, wintry Lochdubh, Christmas Cheer is about as welcome as a flat tyre on a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B002YI8Y9A


deserted road. The Calvinist element in town has always resisted what they view as secular frivolity, so for 
most of the townsfolk there will be no carols, feasting, gifts or even whisky on Christmas Day!And for PC 
Hamish Macbeth there's no holiday from crime he finds himself hunting for a missing cat belonging to a 
lonely spinster. Curt and unfriendly, the woman is convinced her pet has been stolen but once behind her 

heavily-bolted door, Hamish can spot her true problem is she lives in fear, though of who or what he cannot 
guess.Then someone steals a Christmas tree and lights from the nearby village of Cnothan. So it is up to 

Hamish to sort all these problems out and he had better do it quickly, for the church bells will soon be tolling 
on the eve of Christmas.Praise for the Hamish Macbeth series:First rate deft social comedy and wonderfully 
realized atmosphere. Booklist's always a treat to return to Lochdubh. New York TimesReaders will enjoy the 

quirks and unique qualities of the cast Beaton catches the beauty of the area's natural geography and 
succinctly describes its distinct flavour. Library JournalBefuddled, earnest and utterly endearing, Hamish 
makes his triumphs sweetly satisfying. Publishers WeeklyFrom Publishers WeeklyFrom the always sunny 
Beaton comes this Christmas special of a book featuring policeman Hamish Macbeth (Death of an Addict, 
etc.) and two minor Yuletide mysteries. In the fishing village of Lochdubh, Christmas looms, but there are 
no decorations or Christmas trees as the conservative Calvinist population declines to decorate. The lanky 
and amiable Hamish is told to cover the beat of a neighboring town, Cnothan, as well, where someone has 
made off with not only the village Christmas lights but also the huge tree. Back in Lochdubh, crusty loner 

Mrs. Gallagher reports that her beloved cat, Smoky, has been stolen. While investigating, Hamish meets the 
attractive new schoolteacher, Maisie Pease, who quickly decides she'd like to help Hamish forget his 

previous love interest, Priscilla Halburton-Smythe. As Hamish works on the two cases, he also makes the 
acquaintance of the Andersons, a strict and reserved couple whose daughter, Morag, longs for a traditional 

Christmas. In this mystery without a murder, Beaton reintroduces familiar characters like the spinster Curry 
sisters and local seer Angus Macdonald, while working in newcomers such as Maisie. It's light fun 

throughout, though all but Beaton's die-hard readers will find this Christmas carol too cozy by half. (Nov.) 
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.From School Library JournalYA-With Christmas fast 

approaching, Police Constable Hamish Macbeth finds the community of Lochdubh, Scotland, facing another 
holiday under the dreary influence of Calvinism. He manages to schedule a carol sing and party at the local 

retirement home, puts up a tree, and sets about solving a long-open case of petty thievery in the area. He also 
begins dating the new teacher at the local school. Along the way, Macbeth finds a missing cat for Mrs. 

Gallagher and convinces Mr. and Mrs. Anderson to let their young daughter find enjoyment in the holiday 
and friends. The constable's own Christmas centers on his new puppy. Although a tremendous amount of joy 
and goodness stems from the officer's actions, he never seems to realize any of the positive results. Macbeth 
appears to be just what this community needs: a logical voice when one is called for, help in times of need, 

and a balance between older ways of thinking and the changes being brought by the outside world. The story 
leaves a warm glow of contentment and has several humorous moments. A perfect selection for the holiday 
season and a solid tale for sharing year-round.Pam Johnson, Fairfax County Public Library, VA Copyright 

2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


