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Prsentation de I'diteurMy new friends have begun to suspect | haven't told them the full story of my
life."Why did you leave Sierra Leone?'"Because thereisawar.""Y ou mean, you saw people running around
with guns and shooting each other?""Yes, al thetime.""Cool."l smile alittle."Y ou should tell us about it
sometime.""Y es, sometime." This is how wars are fought now: by children, hopped-up on drugs and wielding
AK-47s. Children have become soldiers of choice. In the more than fifty conflicts going on worldwide, it is
estimated that there are some 300,000 child soldiers. Ishmael Beah used to be one of them.What iswar like
through the eyes of a child soldier? How does one become akiller? How does one stop? Child soldiers have
been profiled by journalists, and novelists have struggled to imagine their lives. But until now, there has not
been a first-person account from someone who came through this hell and survived.In A Long Way Gone,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B002AWX6UM

Beah, now twenty-five years old, tells ariveting story: how at the age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels and
wandered aland rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he'd been picked up by the government
army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found that he was capable of truly terrible acts.Thisisarare and
mesmerizing account, told with real literary force and heartbreaking honesty.From Publishers WeeklyStarred
. This absorbing account by a young man who, as aboy of 12, gets swept up in SierraLeone's civil war goes
beyond even the best journalistic efforts in revealing the life and mind of a child abducted into the horrors of
warfare. Beah's harrowing journey transforms him overnight from a child enthralled by American hip-hop
music and dance to an internal refugee bereft of family, wandering from village to village in a country grown
deeply divided by the indiscriminate atrocities of unruly, sociopathic rebel and army forces. Beah then finds
himself in the armyin a drug-filled life of casual mass slaughter that lasts until he is 15, when he's brought to
arehabilitation center sponsored by UNICEF and partnering NGOs. The process marks out Beah as a gifted
spokesman for the center's work after his "repatriation” to civilian life in the capital, where he lives with his
family and a distant uncle. When the war finally engulfs the capital, it sends 17-year-old Beah fleeing again,
thistimeto the U.S., where he now lives. (Beah graduated from Oberlin College in 2004.) Told in clear,
accessible language by ayoung writer with a gifted literary voice, this memoir seems destined to become a
classic firsthand account of war and the ongoing plight of child soldiersin conflicts worldwide. (Feb.)
Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From School
Library Journal Adult/High School This gripping story by a children's-rights advocate recounts his
experiences as a boy growing up in Sierra Leone in the 1990s, during one of the most brutal and violent civil
warsin recent history. Beah, aboy equally thrilled by causing mischief as by memorizing passages from
Shakespeare and dance moves from hip-hop videos, was atypica precocious 12-year-old. But rebel forces
destroyed his childhood innocence when they hit his village, driving him to leave his home and travel the
arid deserts and jungles of Africa. After several months of struggle, he was recruited by the national army,
made a full soldier and learned to shoot an AK-47, and hated everyone who came up against the rebels. The
first two thirds of his memoir are frightening: how easy it isfor anormal boy to transform into someone as
addicted to killing as he isto the cocaine that the army makes readily available. But an abrupt change
occurred afew years later when agents from the United Nations pulled him out of the army and placed him
in arehabilitation center. Anger and hate slowly faded away, and readers see the first glimmers of Beah's
work as an advocate. Told in a conversational, accessible style, this powerful record of war ends as a beacon
to all teens experiencing violence around them by showing them that there are other ways to survive than by
adding to the chaos.Matthew L. Moffett, Pohick Regional Library, Burke, VA Copyright Reed Business
Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



