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Description :  Description du produitRobert J. Sawyer, the award-winning and bestselling writer, hits the 
peak of his powers in Humans, the second book of The Neanderthal Parallax, his trilogy about our world and 
parallel one in which it was the Homo sapiens who died out and the Neanderthals who became the dominant 
intelligent species. This powerful idea allows Sawyer to examine some of the deeply rooted assumptions of 
contemporary human civilization dramatically, by confronting us with another civilization, just as morally 
valid, that has made other choices. In Humans, Neanderthal physicist Ponter Boddit, a character you will 

never forget, returns to our world and to his relationship with geneticist Mary Vaughan, as cultural 
exchanges between the two Earths begin.As we see daily life in another present-day world, radically 

different from ours, in the course of Sawyer's fast-moving story, we experience the bursts of wonder and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000FA6680


enlightenment that are the finest pleasures of science fiction. Humans is one of the best SF novels of the 
year, and The Neanderthal Parallax is an SF classic in the making.

Prsentation de l'diteurRobert J. Sawyer, the award-winning and bestselling writer, hits the peak of his powers 
in Humans, the second book of The Neanderthal Parallax, his trilogy about our world and parallel one in 
which it was the Homo sapiens who died out and the Neanderthals who became the dominant intelligent 

species. This powerful idea allows Sawyer to examine some of the deeply rooted assumptions of 
contemporary human civilization dramatically, by confronting us with another civilization, just as morally 
valid, that has made other choices. In Humans, Neanderthal physicist Ponter Boddit, a character you will 

never forget, returns to our world and to his relationship with geneticist Mary Vaughan, as cultural 
exchanges between the two Earths begin.As we see daily life in another present-day world, radically 

different from ours, in the course of Sawyer's fast-moving story, we experience the bursts of wonder and 
enlightenment that are the finest pleasures of science fiction. Humans is one of the best SF novels of the 

year, and The Neanderthal Parallax is an SF classic in the making.Humans is a 2004 Hugo Award Nominee 
for Best Novel.At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management 

Software (DRM) applied..co.ukThe background to Humans has Ponter Boddit happy to be back in his own 
world of Neanderthals. He has reunited with friends and family and returned to his life as a physicist. Yet he 
can't help but feel that there remains unfinished business from his trip to the parallel world inhabited by the 

strange, possibly dangerous people who call themselves homo sapiens. And he would like to see Mary 
Vaughan again. Humans, the second volume in Robert J Sawyer's Parallax trilogy, tells the story of Ponter's 
second trip to our world and the opening of the portal between worlds to a few other travellers. It is for the 

most part a quiet story of the deepening relationship between Ponter and Mary as Ponter continues his 
investigation of the human world and develops a growing interest in the preoccupation of its residents with 
religion. Meanwhile, intercut scenes of Ponter in therapy on his homeworld contribute to a growing tension 
in the story, as the reason for Ponter's feelings of guilt is slowly revealed. At the same time, scientists are 

beginning to notice that there is something odd happening with the magnetic fields of both Earths. Although 
it's the middle volume of a trilogy that began with Hominids, the main story in Humans stands alone. 

Sawyer's enjoyable prose is sprinkled with sly comments on the mutual foibles of Canadians and Americans 
and Ponter in particular is given several good lines. Set firmly in our present, Humans relies on hard science 

for its set-up, but the heart of the novel is Mary and Ponter's acceptance of their love for each other. It's a 
hard-science-fiction romance and Sawyer tells this story of love across boundaries very well. --Greg L. 

Johnson, .caFrom Publishers WeeklyIn this solid sequel to Hominids (2002), the much-praised first volume 
in Sawyer's Neanderthal Parallax trilogy, which introduced an alternate Earth where for reasons unknown 

our species, Homo sapiens, went extinct and Neanderthals flourished, Neanderthal physicist Ponder Boddit 
brings Canadian geneticist Mary Vaughan back to his world to explore the near-utopian civilization of the 

Neanderthals. Boddit serves as a Candide figure, the naive visitor whose ignorance about our society makes 
him a perfect tool to analyze human tendencies toward violence, over-population and environmental 

degradation. The Neanderthals have developed a high artistic, ethical and scientific culture without ever 
inventing farming-they're still hunters and gatherers-and this allows the author to make some interesting and 

generally unrecognized points about the downside of the discovery of agriculture. Much of the novel is 
devoted to either the discussion of ideas such as these or to Boddit and Vaughan's developing love affair. 

Sawyer keeps things moving by throwing in an attempted assassination, his protagonists' confrontation with 
a rapist and, on a larger scale, the growing danger of what appears to be the imminent reversal of Earth's 

magnetic field. As the middle volume in a trilogy, this book doesn't entirely stand on its own, but it is 
extremely well done. When complete, the Neanderthal Parallax should add significantly to Sawyer's 

reputation. Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


